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Quick Facts On Pneumonia

e Pneumonia kills more children than any other illness — more than AIDS,
Malaria, and Measles combined.

e Over two million children die from pneumonia each year, accounting for one
in five deaths among children under five years of age, worldwide.

e The most common causes of severe pneumonia in children under 5 in the
developing world are Streptococcus pneumoniae and Haemophilus Influenzae
type b (Hib).!

e Together, S. pneumoniae and Hib cause more than half of all life-threatening
pneumonia in children under 5.

e Key prevention measures to reducing deaths due to pneumonia include:
vaccination, promotion of adequate nutrition, risk modification and effective
case management.’

e Vaccinations against both pneumococcal and Hib pneumonia in the first year
of life can greatly reduce pneumonia in children and could save millions of
lives.?

e Pneumococcal and Hib vaccinations have been proven safe and effective for
preventing pneumonia deaths.>*

e WHO recommends that Hib vaccines be included in all routine infant
Immunization programs and that countries make inclusion of pneumococcal
vaccines in national routine immunization programs a priority.>*
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